
 

We would like to welcome all our 
new residents.  The following 
members and their families have 
moved into housing during the 
month of October: 
A1C Powell, A1C Stanfield, A1C 
Donovan, Amn Wilkinson, Amn, 
Brown, SrA Navarette, SrA Cabrel-
lis, SrA Byrne, SrA Wall, SSgt Fon-
ville, SSgt Kibler and TSgt Foster. 
If I have left anyone off, it was not 
intentional!  We are very happy you 
have all joined our housing family.  
If you have any questions or con-

cerns about your unit or about any-
thing pertaining to living in military 
family housing, please feel welcome 
to call the housing office at  
696-2150 at any time.  
We will be glad to an-
swer your questions or 
direct you to the proper 
office .  Our office 
hours are 0800 -1615 
Monday through Friday 
except Thursday, when 
we close at 1500 for 
training. 

 

Welcome to the Family!  

Pride of Ownership Winners  

Octoberõs Winners are: 

 

Officers: Lt Col Harris & 

Family - 103 Nebraska Rd 

 

 

 

Photo not Available 

on Website  

 

 

 

 

 

Sr NCO Housing: MSgt 

Marascia and Family (no 

photo available) - 155 

Alabama Rd 

 

 

Hunterõs Mesa Housing: 

TSgt Huffer and Family 

(no photo available) - 215 

Washington Loop 

 

Jr NCO Housing New:  

 

TSgt Cordova and Family 

- 116 Delaware Rd 
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Lonestar Housing: 

 

SSgt Dewitt and Family - 618 

Arizona Loop 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

TO ALL OUR WINNERS!!  
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WHO  DO YOU  CALL ? 

The following information is pro-

vided to help you get your ques-
tion/concern to the right person. If 

no one is available, please leave a 
message and we will get back to 

you as soon as possible. 
 

 

 

Maintenance Requests/Self-Help Store 

793-9800 (The Centurion Group) 
 

Quality Assurance/Yard Inspections 
696-2331 (Mr. Ric Myers) 

696-3633 (Mr. Ron Hollingsworth) 
 

Housing Inspection Appointments 
696-2150 (Housing Staff) 

 
Housing Program Manager 

696-4812 (Ms. Dee Green) 
 

Privatized Housing Information 
696-3633 (Mr. Ron Hollingsworth) 

 

Off-base Housing Referral 
696-3635 (Mr. Mark Inglis) 

 
Assignments/Terminations 

696/2467 (Ms. Ava Miller) 
696-2150 (Ms. Patt Kimmins) 

 
Trash Collection/Refuse QAE 

696-1404/696-5049 
 

Animal Control Problems 
696-2131 Security Forces 
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Dyess has many pests.  This month we 

will focus on our slithering friends, 
some good, some bad.  One of the most 
important and most dangerous reptiles 

found around base is the Western Dia-
mondback Rattlesnake.  We should pay 
close attention to this snake, as the bite 

of this snake can be potentially life 
threatening. 

Rattlesnakes have a distinctive diamond 
pattern running down their bodies, 
serving as camouflage. They have a v-
shaped head and have black and white 

rings around the tail, next to the rattle.  
In the dark, the tail will reflect light 
when it is shined on it. When they are 

threatened or startled, the snake coils 
and vibrates the rattle at the tip of its 
tail, emitting a loud, rhythmic buzz. This 

depends on the size of the snake. 
The next most common snake on base, 
the Texas Bull Snake, is non-venomous.  

Because of its color and the vibrating of 
its tail, the bull snake  can be mistaken 
for a rattlesnake.  Bull snakes have oval-

shaped heads instead of v-shaped and 
do not have the black and white rings 
around the tail.  Other non-poisonous 

snakes around base to be aware of are: 

rat snakes, glossy snakes and speckled 

king snakes. 
Keep in mind that snakes are beneficial 
to our ecosystem and provide rodent 

control that saves considerable amounts 
of damage to our facilities and homes. 

Proper precautions to take:  
- Be aware of your surroundings at all 

times. Snakes like to hide in small places 

such as flower gardens, kidsõ toys and 
grassy areas.  Keep flowerbeds weeded 
and shrubs trimmed. Donõt lean any-

thing against the fence that a snake 
might use as a protective barrier. 

- Check around the house. Look for 
gaps in fences and sidewalks that a 
snake could access.  Fill in these areas.  

Check your house for cracks a snake 
could access and check with housing 

maintenance about sealing these cracks. 
- Keep food sources out of the reach of 
snakes. Keep pet food inside or in air-
tight containers.  Garbage cans should 

be securely covered at all times. This 
will also keep rodents under control. 

- If you spot a rattlesnake in your house 
or yard, call the 7 CES Service Call 
Desk at 696-4154.  You must keep a 

visual on the snake until Entomology 
arrives.  Do not try to capture the 

snake yourself. 
If you have any questions or concerns 
about the information provided, please 

call the Entomology Shop at 696-2314.  
We will be glad to answer any questions 

you may have. 

 

Turkey Fryer Safety by SrA Jonathan Rice, 7 CES Fire  Inspector, Fire Emergency Services 

Deep frying turkeys for the holidays has 

become quite popular over the years.  
Consumers are urged to use extra caution 
and keep safety in mind when frying tur-

keys due to the potential for fires and 
burns.  Here are a few tips when using 

turkey fryers. 
- Keep fryer in FULL VIEW while burner 

is on. 
- Place fryer in an open area AWAY from 

  all walls, fences or other structures 

- Never use IN, ON or UNDER a garage, 
  breezeway, carport, porch, or any struc- 

  ture that can catch fire. 

- Raise and lower food SLOWLY to re 
  duce splatter and avoid burns. 

- COVER bare skin when adding or re 

  moving food. 
- Check the oil temperature frequently 

- If the oil begins to smoke, immediately  

  turn off gas supply. 
- If a fire occurs, immediately call 911.  

  DO NOT extinguish fire with water. 

ABC EXTINGUISHER???? 
 

ABC Fire Extinguishers will fight types A, 
B and C fires. 

A - Normal combustibles (paper, wood,  

     trash, etc) 
B - Flammable Liquids (TURKEY FRYER  

     OIL) 

C - Electrical (outlets, surge protectors,  
     extension cords, etc.) 

** If there is not a fire extinguisher in your 
house, you can pick up your ABC fire  

extinguisher at the Self-Help Store. 

 
Remember to use the P-A-S-S method 

when extinguishing a fire 
 

 

Pull the pin 
Aim nozzle at base of fire 

Squeeze lever 

Sweep nozzle side to side  
  at base of fire 

 

Pest Perks by A1C Alycia Urena, 7 CES Entomology Shop 

Western Diamondback Rattlesnake  

Texas Bull Snake  



According to most histori-
ans, the Pilgrims never ob-
served an annual Thanks-
giving feast in autumn. In 
the year 1621, they did 
celebrate a feast near Ply-
mouth, Massachusetts, fol-
lowing their first harvest. 

But this feast most people 
refer to as the first Thanks-
giving was never repeated. 
Oddly enough, most de-
voutly religious pilgrims ob-
served a day of thanksgiv-
ing with prayer and fasting, 

not feasting. Yet even 

though this harvest feast was 
never called Thanksgiving by 
the pilgrims of 1621, it has 
become the model for the 
traditional Thanksgiving cele-
brations in the United States.  

Did you know?  In the United States, Thanksgiving Day is celebrated on the fourth Thursday in 

November. But did you know that seven other nations also celebrate an official Thanksgiving Day? 
Those nations are Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Japan, Korea, Liberia, and Switzerland.  

Melt butter over medium heat in a 4 quart saucepan.  

Add onion and carrot and cook 10 minutes or until 

soft, stirring frequently.  Add garlic, cumin and cinna-

mon and cook for 1 minute, stirring.  Stir in broth, 

pumpkin and carrot juice.  Cover saucepan and heat to 

boiling over high heat.  Reduce heat to low and cover.  

Simmer for 15 minutes.  Stir soup before serving.  

Sprinkle pumpkin seeds over soup after serving in indi-

vidual bowls. 

 

Serves 6 

2 Tbl butter 

1 carrot, finely chopped 

1 onion, finely chopped 

2 tsp ground cumin 

2 cloves minced garlic 

1/4 tsp ground cinnamon 

32 oz vegetable or chicken broth 

12 oz carrot juice 

24 oz canned pumpkin 

1/2 cup shelled and roasted pumpkin seeds 
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Thanksgiving Facts and Figures          

In 1924, Macy's employees decided 

to entertain the city with a Thanksgiv-

ing Day Parade. It was such a suc-

cess that it became an annual tradi-

tion!  From 1942-1945, the parade 

was cancelled due to WWII.  The 

balloons were donated to the war 

effort due to a rubber shortage.  In 

1945, the parade was televised for 

the first time.  This was also the first 

year the parade toured its current 2.5 

mile route.  Since then, the parade is 

watched by over 2.5 million people 

live from the streets of Manhattan 

and 44 million watch on TV. 

In Of Plymouth Plantation , Wil-
liam Bradford lists the Mayflower 
passengers and also tells us who 
died during the first winter of 
1620/1621 and spring of 1621.  
No other ships arrived in Ply-
mouth until after the ñfirst 
Thanksgivingò celebration.  The 
pilgrims at this first feast were 
all Mayflower survivors.  
There were 53 pilgrims at this 
first Thanksgiving. These in-
cluded 4 married women, 5 ado-
lescent girls (only 1 of marriage-
able age,) 9 adolescent boys, 13 

young children and 22 men.   

Spiced Pumpkin Soup (Recipe Provided by Mrs. Patty Gass) 



Till all the trees stand stark and bare. 

Exhausted, drop to earth below 

To wait, like children, for the snow. 
    
 

How silently they tumble down 

And come to rest upon the ground 

To lay a carpet, rich and rare, 

Beneath the trees without a care, 

Content to sleep, their work well done, 

Colors gleaming in the sun.  
  

At other times, they wildly fly 

Until they nearly reach the sky. 

Twisting, turning through the air 

Privatization - What it Means to You  

Leaves, by Elsie N. Brady  

      Empress Splendor 

as you can see from the 

picture to the right, they 

are doing great!  They are 

still small, but are thriving. 

Once we got them in the 

ground, they really started 

sprouting new leaves and 

looking healthy!  Weõll see 

over the next months just 

how tall they will get.  

Hopefully, weõll have some 

amazing shade trees to 

enjoy in the coming years.   

Itõs been about a month 

since our Empress Splendor 

trees were first received.  

We planted four trees be-

hind the housing office and 
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Interesting Fact:  Em-

press Splendor trees are 

also good for your 

health!  The broad leaf 

and blossom clusters 

soak up bad odors 

and negative energy  

and immediately help 

restore the visual, olfac-

tory, and psychic feel 

and appeal of the area 

around it. 

Dyess MFH will be privatizing 

sometime in the next year to 18 

months. We already have privat-

ized housing in Quail Hollow, the 

off-base apartment style living lo-

cated on Rebecca Lane.   

In order to understand how privati-

zation will affect you in housing, 

there will be articles in the news-

letter each month to answer some 

of the questions you may have. 

The Air Force empowers its mili-

tary members and their families to 

make their own housing choices.  

Privatized housing is one of those 

choices. Privatized housing is not 

mandatory, except in some circum-

stances (key and essential staff.) 

Privatized housing is a government/

business agreement to provide 

quality homes for military families.  

While it retains the sense of mili-

tary community youõve come to 

expect from MFH, privatized hous-

ing is more like community rental 

housing.  Privatization saves the 

taxpayers money since the homes 

are owned and maintained by a pri-

vate business.  The owner controls 

the property and provides manage-

ment and maintenance services.  

You will sign a rental agreement 

(lease) and pay rent by allotment; 

you also will pay your own utilities.   

As with any housing you choose, 

the government housing office will 

still be here to assist you. 


